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A DISCOURSE, ba. bi : 


HostA, XIV, 3. 
For in Thee, the Fatherleſs findeth Mercy. 


'T HE increaſe of charitable Inſtitutions among 
us, is an undoubted evidence of the mote | wag 
of ſociety, and a delightful exemplification CP! 
benevolent affections, which the ever bleſſedBod 
hath implanted in our nature for very important 
purpoſes. They unite the great family of man,” 
by intereſting them in the joys and ſorrows: of 
each other. They unite men with angels ; verily, 
they unite men with God, who is their gloripus 
ſource and centre—from him derived, and to him 


return. God is Love, ſays Joan, and he wha deyel- 
leth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him. =: & 


; BF 
THUS the Apoſtle compriſes all the glories of 

the divine character in Love,and repreſents it as the” 

bond of union. 


THE love of God may be taken citherÞfpr 
his wniverſal benevolence, which inclines hint [to 
do good to all--to ſend his rain on the juſt*and 
unjuſt, and to ſupply the wants of every Iv- 
ing thing; or for that ſpecial affettion which he 
exerciſes towards mankind ; the moſt fubhmeand 
affeting exprefion of which we have in the me- 
thod of our falyation by Jeſus Chriſt, which-an- 
gels defire to look into. In this wondertul tyan- 
faction, Jehovah does not appear clothed with:the 
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64S. 2 
thunders of Mount Sinai,but as the Lord God,gra- 
cious and merciful, flow to anger, and plenteous 
in pardon. He opens wide his heart to man, 
and therein diſplays that love which many waters 
could not quench. He ſpared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all : how ſhall he not with 


him alſo freely give us all things. Having given 
us the greater, he will not deny us the leſs blefling. 


yE Angels, who ſurround the throne above, 
with Cheruvim and Seraphim, adore the God of 
Love. Ye men on earth, who are redeemed with 
the precious blood of Chriſt, in humble triumph 
ſing, Herein is love, not that wwe loved God, but that 
he loved us, and ſent his Son to be @ propitiation for our 


ſens. 


LET us, my friends, not only admire, but as 
far as poſlible 1mitate, Divine Benevolence, For 
tho? limited in our power of doing good, much, 
very much may bedone to leflen the calamities of 
life, and-to increaſe the quantity of human happi- 
neſs, by a judicious union of individuals in a com- 
mon. cauſe. This obſervation is exemplified in 
the ſeveral charitable ſocieties in this town. 


THE BosTon MAR1NE SOCIETY, inſtituted in 
1742, embraces as its objes; the promotion of 
the knowledge of maritime affairs, and the relief 
of diſtreſled mariners, their widows and children. 


Their funds are great, and their charities frequent 
and liberal, 


THE EPISCOPAL and CONGREGATIONAL Ct A- 
RITABLE SOCIETIES are excellent, comprehending 
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certain claſſes of poor in their reſpective denomina- 
tions. 


THIS 1s the caſe alſo with the numerous Ws 
\ SONIC Societies, Which are founded on Charity 
\\ and afford great and repeated relief to diſtreſſed 
brethren, their widows and children. As. for 
\ their ſecrets, we may be confident they are of n& 
conſequence to the canſe of benevolence ; becauſe. 
| | it is incompatible with that charity, on whick 
| all lodges are founded, to keep that a ſecret, thas 
would, it revealed, feed the hungry or clothe the» 
naked, or tend m the ſmalleſt degree to lefſen the. 
diſtrefles of mankind. A good Mafon cannot be, 
"oY ſo uncharitable,as toſecret that,which would prove. 
WII a bleſſing to the world, if revealed. 


% 
aÞ-" 4 


Tae BosTon HUMANE Soc1tty, claims a diſtine 
guiſhed place in the lift of benevolent inſtitutions. 
Its principal delign is, To recover perſons from; 
apparent death by tullocation and. drowning. 


THE Humane Society that was eſtabliſhed in - 
Great Britain in 1574, has ſucceeded in the moſt 
pleaſing and ſurpriing manner. Fromthe time - 
of its inſtitution, to the year 1799, we are affured,t: 
by undoubted authority, that TWO THOU: ! 
SAND THREE , HUNDRED and NINETEEN* 
| perſons were reſtored to lite, who, in all probabilic* 
ty, would have heen configned to an untimely 
grave. Pauſe a moment my friends, and admire: j 
an inftitution that hath, thro” the blefling of Go dz 


* reſtored this great number of n ankind to life 
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to their parents—to their families—and to their 
country.” What an affecting circumſtance is this 
to every feeling and benevolent heart ; and what 


an all perſuaſive reaſon to us all, to join and en- 
courage an inſtitution ſo important to the world ! 


THE HUMANESocltTYof this Commonwealth 
is founded onthe ſame principles, and with the ſame 
deſign; and tho? it is but ſixteen years ſince 1t was 
eſtabliſhed, the members of it have the unſpeaka- 
ble ſatisfaQtion *of knowing, that ONE HUN- 
DRED and FIFTY-NINE perſons, have been rel- 
tored to life, who were apparently dead ; who, in 
all probability, would have been forever loſt to 
their friends, and to the world, had it not been for 
their benevolent exertions. 


THEY have alſo extended their humane atten- 
tion to mariners, who are in danger of ſhipwreck 
on our coaſt, by erecting a number of huts in {uit- 
able places, furniſhed with ſuch things as may be 
neceflary for their accommodation till the ſtorm 
ſhall ceaſe. In 'theſe many diſtrefſed mariners 
have already found refuge, who riſe up and call 
this Society blefled. 


THE MassaAcHUsETTs CHARITABLE FiRE So- 
CIETY, alſo claims our notice, as another benevo- 
lent Inſtitution. © Its object ſhall ever be to re- 
lieve ſuckotthe inhabitants of the Commonwealth 
of Mafachuſetts, as may unfortunately ſuffer by 
hire, provided this ſociety ſhall think them deſerv- 
ing of their charity ; and to reward the induſtry 


> 1 us 
Md ingenuity of thoſe who may invent uſefut m&#. 
chines for extinguiſhing fire, or make extraordi-. 
nary perſonal exertions in the time of ſuch cala»- 
mity, or make ſuch diſcoveries for preventing its; 
devaſtation, as ſhall be thought worthy of theirs 
patronage.” The ſtate of their funds is reſpeQta-* 
ble ; but as this ſociety embraces the whole Corh-: * 
monwealth, they may expect large demands on ' 
their charity ; ; the increaſe of their funds, there--- 
fore, 1s a very delirable object. 


on an occaſtionentirely devoted to the'cauſe off? 
benevolence, you will permit me to remind you's' 
of the Bosron DisePensary, which was inſtituted 
in 1796, and owes its origin to the late amiable” 1 
and benevolent Dr. Oliver Smith ; who lived quit *: - 
long enough to ſee it eſtabliſhed, then palled to: + 
receive the reward of a good and faithful ſervant. -* 
Verily, the memory of the juſt is bleſſed. --| | 
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THz dclign of this inſtitution is to provide me- | 
dical afliſtance for the poor at their own houſes: © ah 
«Thoſe who have ſeen better days, may be com- j\\ y 
torted, without being humiliated : and all the :: 
poor receive the benefits of a charity, the more -» 


renned, as it is the more ſecret.” 


3} 
SINCE the commencement of this infſtitu- 
tion, about FOUR | HUNDRED AND FIFTY Per= : 
ſons have received the benefits of it. | He who'' # 
pays fifty dollars upon his becoming a member, 
has a right to keep four patients in the way vo 


at a time, as long ag he lives, without any addi--* 


%* 
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tional expence. He who pays five dollars a year, 
has a right to keep in two at a time through the 
year. 


I MEN TION theſe ſeveral-charitable ſocieties, for 
thepurpoſeof moregeneral information; confident 
that they need -only to be known to beencouraged. 


1 AM forbid to paſs to the immediate deſign of 
our preſent meeting, before I call your attention 
to the BosroxALMs-Hovse, which we juitly conh- 
der as another. excellent proviſion for the poor ; 
and which reflefts great honor on the benevolence 
and liberality of the metropohs. We admire its 
airy lituation, on the banks of a fine river, its ca- 
pacious-apartments, and the ainple proviton daily 
made for the poor. 


IN all theſe benevolent inſtitutions, we ſee 
what great good may be done to mankind at a 
ſmall expence to individuals, by umon in a common 
cauſe. They have one general dehgn, even to re- 
lieve the diltrefled, while they differ as to the par- 
ticular objects of their benchcence. 


To this it of charitable inſtitutions, I add, 
with the moſt heart-felt ſatisfaction, "THE BOS- 
TON FEMALE ASYLUM—the Managers of 
which have this day invited us to the Houſe of 
the Lord, to aſk his blefling on this excelent char- 
ity. 


As this Inſtitution is.new, and not generally 
unſterſtood, I beg leave to lay before this reſpect- 


| 
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able Afﬀembly a ſketch of its origin, progreſs, and 
delign. 


IT originated in the benevolence of a few Ja- 
dies, who were deeply affeted with the diſtrefſes 
to which the children of the poor, eſpecially #- 
males, are expoſed on the death of their parents. 
Sometimes they fall into the hands of ſtrangers, 
who treat them with ſeverity. At other tire: £8, 
they are received by ſome poor relations, who 
ſcarce able to provide for themſelves, and yet 1 : 
unwilling to diſpoſe of them in good families, 
where they would be taken proper care of. : 


> 


MANY of you who are houſe-keepers, have fe- 
quently been viſited by theſe miſerable little crea- 
tures to aſk your charity, half ſtarved, half 
clothed, and ſhivering with the cold, at: a 
ſeaſon of the year when they ought by no. 
' means to have been abroad ; and when you! | 
own children were -happy in the nurſery, © 
delighting you with their playful tricks, ſux 
rounded with all the comforts of- life. Ofter? 
have your feelings been wounded by the diſtreſſes 
of theſe deſtitute children, and as often have you £ 
loaded them with your bounty. Theſe are}. | 
mong the obje&ts which this Society embracd 
&« The defign of which is to raiſe funds for the BY 
nefit of F, emale Orphan Children,* from three yeaſs. 


old ro ten,” B | Pp k 


* This Aſylum is not 2 Foundling Hoſpital : == Which 18 mentioned ia iN Or; 27s 
to remove from the public mind, all uncertainty concerning the object of 


its charity. - 
4 
. 


fb 


Lo wo 0 


THEY are to be placed under the care of a diſ- 
creet, capable and virtuous Governeſs—are to be 
taught to read, write, and cypher, as far as is ne- 
ceflary'; toſew, and do all kinds of domeſtic buli- 
neſs, according to their age.—They are to be pro- 
vided with every thing needful, at the expenſe of 
the Aſylum.—The Governelſs is toimpreſs on their 
minds-from day to day the great principles of re- 
ligion and morality, and to lead them to public 
worſhip every Lord's Day, health and weather 
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aT the age of ten years, the Managers, for the 
time being, are to place them in good and virtu- 


ous famihes, till they ſhall be eighteen. During 
this period they are frequently to inquire into the 


behavior of the children, 'and the treatment they 
receive from the families in which they are. 


A commhittee of two members vilit the Aſylum 
monthly, to inſpe& the education of the Orphans, 
their health and management, and to encourage 
the belt child by ſome ſuitable reward. This com- 
mittee report the ſtate of the Children at the 
monthly meeting. 

THE expences of theAſylum are to be defrayed 
by the Subſcription-money, and the intereit of the 
funds, 1t neceflary. All Donations are to be plac- 
ed at interelt in ſome productive ſtock, as an in- 
crealing fand. 

EACH perſon, on becoming a member, pays 0n- 
ly three dollars a year for the ſupport of the Or- 
phans. | 
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Their election of- ofhicers is annual. 
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This is the general arrangement. | t) 

THIS inſtitution met with many diſcourag® 
ments. at firſt, on account. of its novelty. There 
were ſome who thought it could not be carriet 
into execution. Others, that the Alms-Hoye 
would embrace this claſs of pocr. This laft qs 
jection was ſoon removed, by the conſideratio}2, 7 
That in an Alms-Houſe all characters are blendes 
the blind, the lame, the halt, the ſick, the health 
the good and the bad. But ſuch is the delicalh 


and importance of the temale character—ſuch As E 


influence on lociety, that 1t ought to be remgy- 
ed, eſpecially in early lite, as far as poſiible frolp, ; 
the very appearance of evil, Such is this exc 
lent Society, that it ſelects the objects of its char 
ty, and is wholly under. the direction and the 
management of females. It is therefore the pris 
per place for female orphans. This obſervaties 
is addrefled to our noe Ia there a father 
there a mother in this aſſembly, who, if dying 
without property, and leaving behind him og? 


ſuch child, would not, in his laſt minutes, ble: , 
God for this Inſtitution ?* For here the fatherlels' 


The firſt child was admitted into this Aſylum with cireumſtances 4a | 
tremely affecting, Having loſt her parevts-when about five years of 4 | 
ſhe was received by an aunt, affectionate, but poor; who adopted het. #: 
her own. Soon aſter, difeafe attacked her, and ſhe expeRted to die. VII 
principal anxiety now was, what would become of thi® deſtitute child. * 
the moment of her diſtreſs ſhe was viſtted by & friend, who told her, hana 
place was juſt citabliſhed under the manayement of the Ladies of Boſton; 
for female orpbin children; and that they would certainly receive the chAE; 
on application being made to them. Overjoyed at this unexpected infer 
mation, ſhe immediately exclaimed, * Thank God, that place ir provided for:3- 
little girl. | 4 | 
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findeth mercy. Here the benevolent Fair, wipe 
the tear from the Orphan's eye. 


PERMIT me to ſuggeſt, on this occaſion, That 
the children of thoſe who now poſleſs wealth or 
competency, may, through a change of condition 
at ſome future time, need this charity. 


THE ladies who patronize this inſtitution, eſ- 
pecially the managers, act the part, and enter into 
the feelings of mothers, towards theſe OrphansT. 


Happy children, to have fallen into the hands of 
thoſe who poſlg(s the tendereſt ſenſibilities, hearts 
full of benevolence, and an accurate knowledge of 
the beſt method of training females to virtue and 
uſefulneſs. This, it will be at once confefled, is 

- the proper buſineſs of women. And we are hap- 
py to find that ſeveral other charitable ſocietics, un- 
der their direction, have been lately eſtabliſhed in 
our country; one at Newyork, for widows and 
children ; another at Providence, and a third at 
Salem, upon the plan of this ſociety. May fſuc- 
ccls attend them, and the blefiing of many, ready 
to periſh, come upon them. 


THE Boſton Female Ajylum does honor not only 
to the benevolence, but to the pudgment and per- 
ſeverance of the ladies of Boſton and its vicinity, 


+The children were preſent, neatly dreſſed in blue, and piaced in an &l- 
evated fituation, that the friends of the Inſticution might ſee the frft fruits of 
their bonnty ; and the whole aſſembly behold the very intereſting objects 
of their preſent charity. The fight of theſe orphans was very affeQting, apd 
Arcw tears from many eyes not puled to weep, 
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It is but one year ſince it was organized, yet & | 
can boaſt 300 ſubſcribers ; among whom are ſome . 
of the firſt characters tor reſpectability, property * 
and influence. Their annual income 1s about 90e .; 
dollars—their money at intereſt about goo more... 
THE number of Orphans already admitted ar6,; : 
thirtcen, one being neceſlarily abſent. Thele are: 
as many as they can ſupport at preſent. Frequent | | 
applications are made to the Managers for the: 
admiſſion of others, who are the proper objects of; 
this charity ; whom they cannot receiye cill* 
there is an increaſe of their finances. The Man-= 
agers have thought, that an annual diſcourſe, and. 
contribution for the benefit of the Aſylum, agree-; 
ably to the practice of other Charitable Socictics,, 
would be both proper and uſeful. They this day:*. 
make their firſt attempt ; not doubting that the; 
gentlemen, who have often invited them to m 
tend their public charities, will generouſly affiſt- 
them to extend relief to many other hapleſs Or-Y 


kd 


phans. | of 
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r HAVE not time to mention the many advarts 
tages that will reſult from this Inſtitution. Suffice; : | 
it to fay, That befides the luxury of doing good,” 
and of reſcuing ſo many deſtitute children from: ; 
poverty, vice and ruin ; houſe keepers may, in” 
future, reſort to this Aſylum for girls to live in: 
their families, who. have been cacly taught the* - 
habits of virtue and induſtry, 


= 6-2 


To the ladies who founded, and who are en- 
gaged to ſupport this excellent Society, I beg leave 
to ſay, That through the ſmiles of Providence on 
your benevolent exertions, you have ſucceeded 
beyond your moſt ſanguine expectations ; and in 
one year have laid the foundation of an Infſtitu- 
tion, that will riſe, I doubt not, into great impor- 


tance, and render your names dear to generations 
yet unborn. 


THz thanks of a benevolent public await you. 
And could the parents of theſe Orphans, now 
in the grave, be permitted this day to make us a 
ſhort viſit, they would rapturouſlly join in the ge- 
neral tribute of thanks, on ſeeing their children 
thus amply provided for by your hoſpitality and 


care. Go on and proſper. 


You may depend on the approbation. and pat- 
ronage of the wiſe and good, who repeatedly aſk, 
What can be the reaſon, that ſuch an Inſtitution 
was not thought of before ? But it was reſerved 


for you, to give being to a Society, ſo perfettly 
congenial with the female character. 


MAY that God who is the Father of the father- 
leſs, reward you x thouſand fold for your hoſpi- 


tality and kindneſs to theſe poor orphan children, 
and linally receive you into his eternal kingdom. 


MAY 1 now be permitted to call the immediate 
attention of this benevolent afſembly, to theſe 


[ Is 


children ; the firſt fruits of this. excellent charity. = 7 
They addreſs you in flent,but perſuabive eloquence. © 


] 


The little ſuppliants aſk your aſſiſtance ; which I 


am confident, you will cheerfully afford them. 
Their countenances indicate cafe, health and con-Je 


tentment ; and the decency of their condudt re- -- 
Hedts great honor on their Governeſs. 
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is wanting to increaſe their number, and to ex-. 
tend this charity, but an increaſe of the funds. 


This may be accompliſhed by increaſing the num- © 
ber of ſub{cribers—by donations from gentlemen = 
and ladies during their hte time, or by legacies at 
their death, and by an annual contribution. 


MAY every heart this day be open, may every 


hand be liberal—Por he who hath pity on the poor, 


lendeth to the Lord, and that which he hath given be 


will pay him again. 
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Yoffton Female Aſylum. 


SEPTEMBER 25, 1801, 


| — — 
——_— _- — —— — 


L, 
ODE introductory to a SACRED CQNCERT. 


— ——— 


IT. 
PRAYER, by the Rev. Dr. EcKLEr. 


, Il. 
An OCCASIONAL ODE, written by the Rev. T. M. Harris, 


No longer, poor Orphans, indulge your deſpair, 
The Father of Merctes has anſwer'd your prayer, 
And means of afliſtance ſupphed. 
Behold thoſe kind Friends, whom his bounty inſpires 
To accompliſh your hopes and fulfil your deſires, 
And for all that your hapleſs condition requires 
Of relief and of help to provide. 


To the houſe they have furniſh'd they bid you repair, 
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To partake of their bountiful kindneſs and care, 
And inſtruction and comfort receive. 

O accept of their favors, their patronage prize, 

Be all that they with, and do all they adviſe, 

For their aim is to make you both virtuous and wiſe, 
And happy ſo long as you live ! 


OB —— 


IV. 
BENEFICENCE-—4 HYMN. 


TATHER of our feeble race, | Soft Compaſſion's feeling ſoul, 

Wife, benificent and kind, By the melting eye expreſs'd : 
Spread o'er nature's ample face, Sympathy, at whoſe control 

Flows thy goodneſs unconfin'd. Sorrow leaves the wounded breaſt. 
Muſing in the filen» grove, Willing hands to lead the blind, 

Or the buſy walks of men, Bind the wound, or feed the poor : 


Still we trace thy wondrous love, Love embracing all mankind, 
Claiming large returns again. Charity, with lib'ral ſtore. 

Lord what off':ing ſha!l we bring, Teach us, O thou heav'oly King, 
At thine altars when we bow ? Thus to ſhow our grateful mind, 


Hearts, the pure, unſullied ſpring, ÞF, Thus th' aceepted off 'ring bring, 
Whence tho kind affections flow : Love to thee, and all mankind. 


- 
” ( *I by P 4s s 
ra eh cns « 


. ? k k 1 \\ 
7 WO 
'' 7, oo», oli, + - - . at 4 


Y = . w 


[TH cheerful notes begin the ſtrain, 
To Charity fo juſtly due ; 

\nd g | * Orpl 

And gratiuate tns Urpnan train 
On the > belt hopes they ever knew. 


ZRMON, #y the Rev. Dr. STILLMAN. 
VI. $7 
ANNIVERSARY HYMN, wvritten by the Rev, Mr, HARE! 
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No more complaming fills the ſtreet 
7 Of children who delerted roam, 
For here the houſeleſs vagrants meet 
A benefactor and a home. 


And girls, defenceleſs, wretched, poor, 
Snatch'd from the haunts of vice.and care, 
| From ill examples here ſecure 
Inſtration and protection ſhare. 


| Train'd ſoon m Wiſdom's pleaſant ways, 

| And taught to be diſcreet and good, 

| Virtue will be through all their days 
From habit and from choice puriu'd. 


le Then, as they praiſe each Patroneſs 
Who bounty and ath{tance lends, 
Join them im prayers that Gop would bleſs 
The Inſtitution and its Friends. 
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PRAYER, by the Rev. Dr. Mons. 


VINL 
% INVOCATION To CHARITY, 
COME, Charity, with goodneſs crown'd, 
Encircled in thy heavenly robe ; 
f Diffuſe thy bleſſings all around 


To every corner of the globe. 


Dee where the comes with power to bleſs, 
With open hands and tender heart ; [- 
Which wounded is at man's diſtreſs, 
And bleeds at every human ſmart. 
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YE generous Fair, whofe boforns move 
And melt with Charity and Love; 
Fumanely dariag. perſev ere 

To dry the Female Orphan's tear, 


Deign- helpleſs lanocence to ſeck, 
To bloom the roſe-buÞs of her cheek 


And kindle Virtue in her cye. 
Thus thall ye hve by all bcloved, 


And Faſhion urge the hberal ftrife, 
To add acw charms to tocial Irfe. 


With kiadacſs check cach riſing ſigh, 


By your own goodnefs-[clf approved ; 
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An OCCASIONAL ODE, written 3y C. P. Sumner, E£/4. 


The hittte Orphan Girls no more 
Their haplcls fate of life deplore, 
Abandor'd oo the coarſe world's ſcorn, 
Uncherithed, houfclefs and forlora. 


Nature hertc!t with Reaſon's laws 
Shall advocate hier ſacred caule ; 
From Calſtom's icy bondage (tart, 
And warm the Chancery of the Heart. 


Nor will Con.paftton's lovely train 
Attend the fuppliant voice 16 vain ; 
For thotfe whom taſte & afRacnce blecks 
Will pity nadeferved diſtreſs. 
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